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Advocacy Blogging: Writing & Editing for the Public
Abstract
Presentation given as part of a faculty workshop at Dordt College in Sioux Center, Iowa, on January 9, 2015,
about advocay blogging which is based on a previously published article (available at
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/wte/vol3/iss1/10/).
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H. (2014). Writers who care: 
Advocacy blogging as 
teachers - professors - 
parents. Teaching/Writing: 
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Education, 3(1), 81-89.  

1. Composed for  
real purposes and is  
shared with real audiences.  
2. Enables students to learn  
by living the effects of their composing.  
3. Can include any genre—so long as the purpose is 
more than merely “schoolish” (Whitney, 2011).  
Whitney, A. E. (2011). In search of the authentic English classroom: Facing 
the schoolishness of school. English Education, 44(1), 51-62.  
When writing instruction takes a reductive approach, students may: 
 
1. Misunderstand the purpose of writing, seeing it primarily as  a 
tool for testing or assessment—rather than a way to use  
          God’s gift of language to give form to creative expression, 
to explore and develop ideas, to experience growth and 
transformation, to effect change, and ultimately, to praise the 
King and do kingdom work. 
 
2. Misunderstand the process of writing, seeing it as a routines 
learned by rote—rather than a discernment process that draws 
upon rhetorical and creative insight. 
The current education policy climate drives teaching practices 
away from authentic writing and toward reductive writing.  
 
 As WWC blog editors, we bring 
our expertise as Teachers, Profs, 
Parents: 
• To contribute to the continued 
professional development of 
teachers across grade levels. 
 
• To equip teachers, parents, and 
administrators as advocates for 






teacher educators  











1. Shaping and engaging in 
a public conversation 
about education 
 
2. Facilitating professional 
development 
CHALLENGES 
1. Creating an inclusive 
conversation (beyond 
academics, “the haves”) 
 















1. How might application in your discipline be 
connected with the ideas discussed today? 
 
2. Which communities should we connect with? 
What do you see as challenges or areas for 
caution with application and advocacy? 
 
3. How could we better equip and encourage 
professors at Dordt College in application and 
advocacy? 
 
 
 
 
